
Homelessness in the United States, 2016, 2017: Data 

ŦǊƻƳ I¦5Ωǎ tƻƛƴǘ-in-Time Surveys of 2016 and 2017 

 

2017 AHAR: Part 1 - PIT (Point-in-Time) Estimates of Homelessness in 

the U.S. 

2017 AHAR (Annual Homeless Assessment Report): Part 1 -  

Part 1 ς https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5178/2016-ahar-

part-1-pit-estimates-of-homelessness/    Published November 2016 

 

2016 AHAR (Annual Homeless Assessment Report): Part 2 ς Estimates 

of Homelessness in the U.S. 

2016 AHAR (Annual Homeless Assessment Report): Part 2 ς 

Part 2 - https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5640/2016-ahar-part-

2-estimates-of-homelessness-in-the-us/  Published December 2017 

 

ACRONYMS: AHAR ς Annual Homeless Assessment Report; CoCs ς 

Continuums of Care; HIC ς Housing Inventory Count; HMIS ς Housing 

Management Information Systems Survey; PIT ς Point-in-Time survey; 

PSH ς Permanent Supportive Housing 

 

NOTE: users should use volumes that contain data for the same year; 

example ς нлмс tŀǊǘ м Řŀǘŀ ǿƛǘƘ нлмс tŀǊǘ нΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ LΩƳ 

showing you the latest data available for both surveys. 

 

Here are the first two things to know about this data:  the HUD 

Exchange website that we access this data from is an official HUD 

website, but is designed for people from HUD and other organizations 

that work in housing and public housing to share data. The main HUD 

https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5178/2016-ahar-part-1-pit-estimates-of-homelessness/
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5178/2016-ahar-part-1-pit-estimates-of-homelessness/
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5640/2016-ahar-part-2-estimates-of-homelessness-in-the-us/
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5640/2016-ahar-part-2-estimates-of-homelessness-in-the-us/


website is https://www.hud.gov/ . The HUD Exchange homepage is 

https://www.hudexchange.info/ . HUD also has a website that focuses 

on data on people who work on housing and housing programs at 

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/home.html .  

 

Usually the first response that I get when I show anyone these data is 

ά¢Ƙŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜέΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

service organizations that work with homeless people in their (primarily 

urban) communities and therefore know where and when to look for 

them so they can be counted. Example: the Community Service Council 

that operates a homelessness program in the Tulsa MSA count the 

homeless in Tulsa, and know where to look for their plastic-sheet tents, 

which bridges to look under, and which warm-air grates to check 

around. These local groups, known as ά/ƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳǎ ƻŦ /ŀǊŜέ όά/ƻ/έύ, 

fall  into the geographic categories of a. major cities, b. smaller cities, 

counties, and regions, ŀƴŘ ŎΦ άōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜέ όǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎύ ŀƴŘ 

statewide CoCs. They are free to choose to conduct either censuses or 

surveys of the homeless in their service area. Within each state the 

service areas of CoCs are primarily in urban areas, these areas obviously 

attracting more homeless people to them and being easier to count or 

survey. HUD has sponsored via grants to CoCs and published their data 

since 2007. Known as the Annual Homeless Assessment Report ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

conducted as a two-part series, with the surveys taken and their data 

published in alternating years. The data for Part 1 is taken as either a 

count or survey on one night of each year during January; the data for 

Part 2 comes from the Housing Management Information Systems 

Estimates of Homelessness in the U.S. that is gathered throughout the 

year by housing managers, which can include government agencies and 

members of the CoCs. This explains the relationship of Part 1 to Part 2ς 

https://www.hud.gov/
https://www.hudexchange.info/
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/home.html


 

HUD states that CoCs conduct their Point-in-Time surveys rom dusk to 

dawn to identify information about homeless individuals in accordance 

with HUD standards to minimize the chance of double counting anyone. 

In the 2015 report HUD began asking CoCs for the first time to also 

collect data on gender, ethnicity, race, persons under age 25 who have 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ όŀƪŀ άǇŀǊŜƴǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘέύΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ 

youth ages 18 to 24. Remember that PIT data may not represent people 

who are homeless throughout the year; only HMIS data does that even 

though those people may have been sheltered during that year. 

Likewise HMIS data may not represent the people who were sheltered 

on a single night of the year for the PIT count. Understand this basic 

difference between these data sets. Most CoCs conduct a homeless 

shelter count every year and an unsheltered count every other year; 

but some CoCs choose to conduct both surveys/counts each year. CoCs 

also conduct a count of beds in shelters each year known as the 

άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘ όIL/ύέΦ  /ƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tL¢ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IaL{ 

surveys are a requirement of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 

Act grants with which they fund their operations. 

 

CoCs conduct and publish their year-round Housing Management 

Information System surveys one year after the PIT surveys. Therefore 

HMIS data supplements PIT data to complete the entire homelessness 

data survey. Remember this system of alternating years. The CoCs also 

survey emergency shelters, transitional housing facilities, and 

άtŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ όt{Iύέ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ 



homeless during October through September of the next year. HUD 

additionally works with the VA and HHS to get their additional data 

about veterans, runaway and homeless youth, and homeless substance 

abusers. HMIS data collects data about the demographic  

characteristics of the homeless and the ways that they make use of 

shelters. Data comes from 90+ percent of our nationΩs CoCs. The 

forthcoming 2017 HMIS survey will gather data about homeless youth 

and people who are chronically homeless for the first time (note: 

although this data is new to the HMIS survey, the PIT survey has been 

collecting it for some time). Excluded from HMIS data is data about 

people in unsheltered locations (logical since tƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘƻǳǎŜŘύΣ 

ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ άǎŀŦŜ ƘŀǾŜƴέ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΦ 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ /ƻ/ǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ά.ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜέ ŀǊŜŀκǎ 

which tend to be rural, are difficult to survey, and in which no CoC 

operates major programsΤ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭso possible that this data exists in states 

that have only their one geography of an entire state ς 

 
 

Summary: data enters these surveys and counts through a variety of 

means and methods, but HUD grant regulations attempt to make it 

consistent and uniform across geographies and across CoCs and other 

agŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƳƛǎƘƳŀǎƘ ƻǊ 

hodgepodge of data. 

 

 



In 2017 homelessness increased for the first time in 7 years; the PIT 

count was 553,742. In 2016 the HMIS count was 1.42 million people.  

Here is summary data from the 2017 PIT count (read left column, then 

right column) ς 

 

 

 



Additional data about the PIT survey - 

 

 

 



Here is summary data from the 2016 HMIS count ς 

 

 



Due to their different survey/count methods, there can obviously be 

differences between PIT and HMIS data. These are the dataset contents 

of Part 1 and 2 ς 

 

PIT data 
Available at https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5639/2017-ahar-

part-1-pit-estimates-of-homelessness-in-the-us/   

 
HMIS data 
Available at https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5640/2016-ahar-

part-2-estimates-of-homelessness-in-the-us/  
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